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Recommendations of Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka on
conducting Colours Awarding Ceremonies in Schools

Dear Editor,

| respectfully seek your kind assistance in bringing to the attention of the public an
important decision recently delivered by the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka
(HRCSL), which has significant implications for the protection of children's rights,

equality, and fairness in school sports across the country.

The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka concluded its inquiry into Complaint No.
HRC/HO/15/26, which | lodged concerning the Colours Awarding Ceremony of Rahula
College, Matara, held on 30 December 2025. The Commission communicated its
determination to me on 20 August 2026, with copies forwarded to the Hon. Minister of

Education and the Secretary, Ministry of Education (Annex 1).

The findings and recommendations of the Commission extend well beyond a single school

and have important national relevance. Among its principal recommendations are:

1) The Ministry of Education has been directed to formulate uniform rules,
regulations, and a common regulatory mechanism applicable to all schools

when conducting Colours Awarding Ceremonies.

2) Rahula College, Matara has been directed to establish a fair, transparent, and
merit-based evaluation system for the selection of award recipients and to obtain

prior approval from the Ministry of Education before implementing such a system.

More importantly, the Human Rights Commission has determined that:

1) Rahula College discriminated against Chess as arecognized sport. The actions of the

school were inconsistent with Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the



Rights of the Child, which recognizes every child's right to participate in sports and
recreational activities.

2) The College acted contrary to Ministry of Education Circular No. 35/2020, which
recognizes 32 school sports without giving priority to any particular sport. The
Commission found that giving preference only to Olympic sports was inconsistent
with the Circular and unfairly disadvantaged chess players.

3) The College also failed to comply with the provisions of Gazette Extraordinary No.
2437/24 of 21 May 2025, issued under the Sports Act No. 25 of 1973, which
recognizes 73 sports with equal status.

4) The Commission further referred to the judgment of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka
in Haputhanthirige and Others v. Attorney General, reiterating that any classification

must be reasonable, non-arbitrary, and based on real and substantial distinctions.

The victim, Dinujaya Kodithuwakku, is an outstanding young sportsman who represented Sri
Lanka as a member of the National Chess Team in 2024. During that period, he won Gold,
Silver, and Bronze medals at six international chess competitions. He was also recognized
as the Most Outstanding School Chess Player of the Year and the Most Popular Chess Player
in Sri Lanka. Notably, he is the first student in the more than 100-year history of Rahula

College to be selected to the National Chess Team.

Despite these exceptional achievements, his application for the Most Outstanding Player of
the Year 2023/24 was not even considered because he was a chess player. He was not

invited for an interview, nor was he afforded any opportunity to appeal.
Accordingly, the Human Right Commission determined that

The failure to consider Dinujaya Kodithuwakku for the Most Outstanding Player of the
Year 2023/24 constituted a violation of his fundamental right to equality guaranteed
under Article 12(1) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri

Lanka.



This determination by the Human Rights Commission establishes important principles
relating to equality, non-discrimination, children's rights, and fair recognition of
sporting excellence in schools. It is a matter of considerable public interest,

particularly for students, parents, educators, sports administrators, and policymakers.

I would therefore be most grateful if your esteemed media institution could provide
appropriate publicity to this landmark decision so that the wider public may be informed

and meaningful reforms may be encouraged throughout the school system.

Thank you for your kind consideration and your continued commitment to promoting public

awareness on matters of national importance.

Yours faithfully,

Prof. K. K. I. U. Aruna Kumara
Complainant

Complaint No. HRC/HO/15/26
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Mobile: 0718116304
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