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“Two different nations" from a very ancient period have
divided between them the possession of the Island' First the
Singalese inhabiting the interior of the country in its southern and
western parts from the river Wallouve" to that of Chilow and
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Dutch and the Portuguese only controlled seaports therefore
only indirectly disturbed the rest of the country side
GENERAL ORDERS; Commander-in- Chief & Government of
Ceylon To Major D MacDonald Com’dng Officer Kandyan
Provinces 1817-1820

BROWNRIGG ORDERED MAJOR MACDONALD

THAT ALL MEN ABOVE 18 SHOULD BE KILLED.

ALL HOUSES PULLED-DOWN AND BURNE AND

ALL TREES BEARING FRUITS OF USE TO HUMANBEINGS,
FELLED.

ALL GRAIN SHOULD EITHER BE DESTROYED OR
CONFISCATED,

IRRIGATION TANKS AND CANALS SHOULD BE BREACHED
ALL CATTLE BELONGING, TO THE PEOPLE

WHICH WERE IN EXCESS OF THE

REQUIRMENTS OF THE ARMY SHOULD

FORTWITH BE DESTROYED
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the advent of the European nations to Ceylon in the 16th century"
the people of this Island had their own governments' But the fact
that must give rise to deep thought on our mind is that for a
number of centuries preceding the advent of the Portuguese" the
people of Ceylon had divided themselves into two nations;
Sinhalese speaking nation and Tamil speaking nation® 16 &(8
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“Whereas, throughout the centuries from the dawn of the history,
The Sinhalese and Tamil nations have divided between
themselves possession of the Ceylon, the Sinhalese inhabiting
the interior of the country in southern and western parts from river
Walawe to that of Chilaw and the Tamil possessing the Northern

and Eastern districts( And" Whereas" the Tamil kingdom was
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